»

sy and meading to be flesed too strongly to get the necessang
rea |

It bs here that the filfer’s mxpertise comes in, with Simon even rk-

ing out tho Precision Superibe which - on welght grounds alone
(L6 BRI — Appsdned w0 be & comender. “This panicular
shaft’s stronger tip- and mid-section would make the $hall fesl 2o
o ¥ and play {00 streng, theeety defoating the cbiect of moving ko
o lighter shall,® he eaplaned

W whittled if down bo three shafts of varying weight and gsir-
fprmands charachatstios, sogethar with a graph of exsch of thek flex

profiles
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While one of my goals of @ lver [aundh angle aguld saiges
choasing the highess kickpoint, Simon explained that | would per-
coe by deriee more bonedt by foresing on e weight and flex po
file. In particules, the graphs (onlimmed tee profile of the Nippon NS
Proggo as conststently sofiey tham the others, requiring ke Toad
ta ged @ reaciion out oFE and theeeficee maore Hleely bo react appro

pristely with oy Sming. And wehild 5 HajEon was samirshan

higrar R Thie ol s fhes woedld in any case bo compensated lor
by vy e to seilck clubbesd, Given 1P rice of 0 -
woight steel classic (spe sidebar] i recent yeers, | was heppy to

aEFEs

O] CHOOSIMNG THE CLUBHEADS

| head adeeady beer plisning L switch inon heads Inr sassThecc rea
sons, and s deciion was reinforced by the perlomisnce [allons
tirat tha ficting had identified.

Hedsinay Fereoneed a succession of chunky sarly Fing Eye designs
and, later, ressuningly thick-tnp-lired Callavesys Tor most of sy
gulieg ik, my sasthabic prafemences kad changed in secent pears. |
wanled B move k5 a Sodped, shalow-casdly design 1asing me some
way bowards my pure blade aspirations bud withost relinguishieg
e Iorgheimaies allardad by some sublie penmeter weEghting

Moregver. no Lhed my swing had hsdoms shomer anid §lmoder
i 1o my Back injury and ageng fame, | was pemdoxically beoss-
it mare consismn A my g and kess sant on the excreme
penmede wephling so neessany in e pasl

Similartg wiih the RightScope anabsis confirmisg my natueally
“high launch, kigh spin’ profle, thene wirs kess necd for an wireclew
certire ol gErlty WAME ImpEmsmen’ conscriction fo gat the tall
airborme, You're not streggling for light™ 2= Smon pul il

fending in these peesonal equimments inlo the HotStix pro-

gramme. reassurngly hrew up & numBsr ol g acarse imns,

ncluding the Moo MPeo., the Mivma CB-zo1. Cleveland Cha,
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"BEven shafts of a .
similar flex wil perform
differently according to :
their weight, kickpoint antT

torgue. This in turn will

affect the attitude of |
clubhead at impact and'the N
launch and spin conditions A
that determine distance" \




inged kead material gaphie versus sieel shaft preferences,
Weais 0l InTghenass and pecs ConsTmines,

“The syshem kaows how you hil the ball: how heard you i
R, howy high you Imunch it and how you spin it 1t then goes
ot and freds the clubs In the systam thst i most sapopri-
gbs For vour goals.

“For axample, i you specilied forgieness, it will po oul
anidd Tind these thal leated wilh 1he Righest Moment of Inertia
feachy iron head & tested rigoooasly 20mss b asis lor s
resiglanie bo bwmlingl, Smilarte Tyou Fave 2 low launch
angle and want a kigher ball fight. 1t wil rank iron hsads
accorliog 10 1he wiay Ehaey tesied i trajeciony with centre of
fravity tests conducted across three ars coninbuting ina

speciic Trajeciony index).

AND BALLS, TOO

The icing o he cusiom filing cake is Hot Stin polff bal-feting
programme wiich makes specific secommandations for a
given drbeesshall combination,

Again, you hit & doden shots or o, with the conbod dub to
registar your unch condisiens, and thee ingl the delaiis of
it seleched club [head model, boft, shaft, eic), not forget-
ting o spectty the type of ball yoe hit for the fest.

Using another hask of obyetihvely tomplied dats, Hot St
hen calcalabes the mesi spprooriste modets that would

anatysis amd patied I0IRg
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(Moie: Fles — Golfers with morne variable direction and bapectories
wolld ar this goinl ol course be consideding allening Shal Beagusn-
iy itsel. The texibooks Sugpes] that low, weak shots pushed or
diced {iothe Aght] sugpest 2 shaft flex too Sem: while high “quick”
Pulls o hesdes (50 Ol bel] o oITen & Symiplom of Do ek & Nex
Hordeever, Simon goarded againsl any penerafsations, while also
naoting that Aitieg Hex acconding (o swingspesd ploma can be nsky
a5 B dess nol nedesssrily capture the wties, or Yload’, pot on s
shaft. For example, 2 goifer with a guickly accelerabing hand acilon
misy bénd (he shalt sare - and therefore equire a $iffer shalt -
than a player achieving the same speed with a smosther seing )

2. INTHRODLUCTION TO

HOT STIX TECHMNOLOGIES

| wias then introduced ko the Hot Stis system. an awesome online
databank of independentty tested shafs, ko, debeees and gaif
Balle (wahi Paingdy wiads and Rybnds in e pipeline, While 4 mone
defsiled backpround ks green in the accomparying wdebar, the
hasic prieciple of Hot Stix is for fensed Titters to help cheir cisns
home im on specic products from a huge selection of leading
braireds ek porformance characierstics hawve all Bsen maticu
lewshy lesiad and ranked bick & ther Arizons |sborabory.

Al THE CONCERT DOF
THE "CONTROL' CLUS
Firs, It ks imgartant 1o wndarstand thar ankisg products S thes
sripr et chamclenicries (Tor seampla shale in bermd of Mas,
wickpoint, welght, boeque, eic) does not imply that one moded is
raragaarly Bairar than Feather in siaodne [arms

Even ¥ yo had the password Bo back inlo the Hot Shx websibe,
the eacliiehve Bsts ol peoduct pertarmandce woulid b mesaingess
walthond reference to your own individual lsesch conditions. Hence
the anmaal futilty of those tests you might have read ataut in othee
magarines | hal £laEm (o fevsal “|ke loegest driver on The market”
baased o bre resulis of 8 mechsrscal mbod whiose launch oo
tions (and the shie of swing that delvered them) wil insvitably nal
be replcated by the wast majority of golfers.

lost importastly the Mot SHx sorting procedors only becomas
releragal] wibisn pul s (R comel ol your Syeng — nol with out own
enisting sol of clobs - ot wigh a speciaslly mlibraied 'conirel' dub
whoss known specifications of shalt. haad and grip onky then aliow
¥ relatiee compertsony with other tested seoducts

Accondingly, | hit some mone bails with one of the spedial Hot Stix
‘vortiml’ G-iieins wiich Shned chose &8 Being mast appiapials lod
my purposes. With the data relayed| to Hot St wia RightSoopa, the
EysIRm v e mble 10 nare doen (15 Teld of some 1000 (eshed
skafis bo o Fst of some 30 most likely be imgeowe on my own leunch
conditios,

Bl SOARTING THE
HOT BTIM SEHORTLIST
Simien's 1eik was lhan to narew Ehess down Betrer based on his
kmavdedge of rry swing and requiremannis, laking into congidera
linn aach af the shalls” ligeeed ko weighl, torgue, and kick point {Tor
which Mot Stix kelpfully prowides an oblectve numerical mdex
rathar than just an achiimng THgh'’, ‘mid o Tow" bel)

Govan oy overriding need Tor a Bghier shafts, he quickly elminet-
s |eadfing madels that | might ofheraise have spbed o, suck 36
[T Truke Termgeer Dynamic Gold Bpcss (40 126 Erammed, 100 Ry



